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McCarthy's QIA-Proposcil 


If the Central Intelligence Agency is 
engaged in all of the activities around 
the world with which it is credited by 
some Americans, then Congress prob- 
ably should have a better check on its 
operations. 

The trouble is that few people, includ- 
ing congressmen, ' know precisely what 
the CIA mission is. It conducts espion- 
age and collects information vital to na- 
tional security, of course. But what else 
does it do? Does it, as some say, actively 
work to overthrow governments? Does it 
not only carry out American foreign poli- 
cy but also create it or guide it? , 

Minnesota’s Sen. Eugene McCarthy 
argues that lawmakers do not really 
know the answers to those questions be- 
cause for all 20 years of CIA’s existence 
"there has been no formal review of its 
activities by members of Congress.” He 
wants the Senate foreign relations com- 
mittee to make a “full and complete 
study” of the CIA and the effects of its 
operations and activities upon the foreign 
relations of the U. S. 

"Since there has been no formal re- 
' view,” he said, "it has not been possible 
’ to determine whether a valid basis exists 
for criticism of the agency, or to pre- 
kdiMitr'what appears to be distortions of 


policy or to dispel rumors surrounding 
activities of the CIA.” 

Previous attempts to establish a con- -.t 
gressional committee to be a CIA i 
“watchdog” have failed, the last time in 
1956. As an arm of the, executive branch, ' 
the CIA is under direilt' control of the ' 
President and the White' House has al- 
ways rejected-attempts of the legislature 
to “oversee” the agenpy’s activities ex- 
cept through the appropriations and v 
armed services subcommittees in bo'th ^ 
houses of Congress. ' , . 

Congressmen who sit on tttdse sub- ■ 
committees contend that such surveil- ) 
lance is adequate. 'They have been sup- ^ 
ported by a majority of their colleagues 
•In the past. Some fear, and rightly so, 5 
that bringing more congressmen into the ^ 
picture could jeopardize the highly sen- f 
sitive organization’s work. . 

It has been 10 years since lawmakers 
last examined the problem. Then the \ 
Senate turned down creation of a joint f 
committee on the CIA by a 2 to 1 ma- i 
jority.' In view of the uncertainty about | 
some of tfie CIA’s operations In the last ! 
decade, however it’s time for congress* | 
men to take :anotiier look at' how^ade>•.| 

• quate their surveillance of the CIA is to* 
..day,;'?V' --v \ 
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